
  

 

 

Traditionally, archives consist of documents that chronicle the growth, 

development, and history of their parent institution. Occasionally, im-

portant artifacts make their way into the collection due to their owner’s 

importance or their place of manufacture. For example, within the Duke 

Medical Center Archives collections, we have surgical clamps designed 

and used by Dr. Alfred Blalock, Dean Barnes Woodhall’s fly-fishing rod, 

and surgical clamps designed by Dr. David Sabiston and built in the Duke 

Surgical Instrument Shop. 

 

Recently, the Archives received an email from Vincent Anderson (T’54) 

offering to donate an item from his time at Duke. His story was so fasci-

nating that we could not resist his offer. During the spring of 1951, Mr. 

Anderson and William Katzenmeyer (T’51) were involved in a three-

legged race on East Campus during a “Joe College” weekend. During the 

race, Mr. Anderson broke his left femur: “It was a good clean break right 

in the middle of the femur and did not break the skin since I instinctively 

pushed the bulge in my leg back down when it appeared beneath the 

surface of my trousers.”   

 

As a matter of coincidence, Dr. Gerhard Küntscher was a visiting profes-

sor at the Medical School at the time of Mr. Anderson’s accident. Dr. 

Küntscher had been invited to introduce his unique nail technique to the 

American medical profession. First performed in 1939, Küntscher’s meth-

od was used in Germany during World War II and enabled wounded sol-

diers to heal quickly and return to fighting status 

within weeks.  

 

Under the Student Health Program, Dr. Küntscher, 

accompanied by Dr. Lenox Baker, was given per-

mission to use Mr. Anderson as an example, 

providing Duke medical students with the oppor-

tunity to see firsthand the effectiveness of his  

technique. The operation involved an incision  

parallel to the break on the left side of the thigh.  

The upper part of the femur was extended  

through this incision so the nail could be driven  

up through the bone's center cavity. Another  

incision was made in the left hip so the head of  
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the nail could come through the skin. The bone was then set 

and the nail driven down the inside of the femur to the bone 

cavity's end above the knee. Then both incisions were sewed 

up. According to Mr. Anderson, “It was basically a cast on the 

inside of the bone instead of the outside.”    

 

As a result of the surgery, Mr. Anderson became part of the 

Küntscher nail demonstration at the Medical Center. The 

staff would take him into the classroom to show him as a 

healthy, mobile young man, already back to his regular rou-

tines. He would be presented alongside another patient who 

had suffered a similar break that had occurred at the same 

time as his, but was still flat in bed in a body cast as the result 

of receiving traditional treatment. While Mr. Anderson used 

crutches or a cane at early demonstrations, he needed nei-

ther at later ones. When the nail was removed two to three 

years later, it was given to Mr. Anderson as a memento. 

 

While we may never know how many times Dr. Blalock and 

Dr. Sabiston used their surgical clamps, nor how many fish 

Dean Woodhall landed with his fly-fishing rod, we are able to 

preserve the history of the Küntscher nail. This type of prove-

nance is invaluable to archivists and historians alike in prov-

ing the authenticity of historical artifacts. The Küntscher nail 

and many other Medical Center artifacts may be viewed by 

visiting the Medical Center Library & Archives or viewing the 

Library Artifact collection on MEDSpace at:  

http://medspace.mc.duke.edu/sites/library-artifact-

collection.  

 

Many thanks to Mr. Vincent Anderson (T’54) for donating the 

nail and for allowing us to share his story. 
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The DUMC Archives provides support to many departments 

on campus for a variety of different projects. A few recent 

examples are below. 

 Provided research and im-

ages for the book             

Women at Duke Illustrated 

 Participated in the School 

of Medicine Alumni weekend 

with a display of historical 

images and information, old 

yearbooks and ephemera, 

and chatted with alumni 

about medical center history 

 Collaborated with the Ru-

benstein Library’s History of 

Medicine Collections Curator, Rachel Ingold, to co-teach 

a class for Dr. Jules Odendhal-James’s undergraduate 

course “Medicine, Performance, & Visual Culture” 

 Researched and provided images of the medical center 

from the last 40 years for a slideshow that will play at 

the upcoming Duke Stars Lunch Reception and Duke 

Stars Dinner Dance   

 Provided historical images and information for a donor 

display located in the new School of Nursing addition 

 

DUMC Archives at Work  

 
 Check out the DUMC Archives Blog! 

 

Want to learn more about DUMC history, see 
unique materials from our collections, and stay 

up to date with our news and resources?  
 

Visit our blog at: http://archives.mc.duke.edu 

http://medspace.mc.duke.edu/sites/library-artifact-collection
http://medspace.mc.duke.edu/sites/library-artifact-collection
https://www.facebook.com/WomenatDukeIllustrated?ref=stream
http://archives.mc.duke.edu
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The DUMC Archives is happy to announce that our collection of Duke  

University School of Medicine yearbooks, The Aesculapian, has been digitized 

and made available online. The collection consists of 34 volumes spanning 

more than 60 years, from 1950 to 2013. In addition to portraits of medical and 

nursing students, the yearbooks also feature photographs of faculty and staff, 

clubs and organizations, events, and campus buildings. Several volumes include 

essays on notable events or key figures in the medical center’s history. The col-

lection was digitized by the North Carolina Digital Heritage Center as part of 

their North Carolina Yearbooks project. In addition to viewing The Aesculapian 

online, users also may download the volumes as PDFs and search them by key-

word. The School of Medicine yearbooks are an excellent resource for anyone 

interested in DUMC history, and we are excited to offer patrons a new way to 

access them. To see the collection, please visit:  

http://www.digitalnc.org/collections/yearbooks/.  
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Digitized School of  Medicine Yearbooks Now Online 

New Book Highlights the History of  the Duke  
Division of  Infectious Diseases  

Dr. John Hamilton, Professor Emeritus of Medicine - Infectious Diseases, has written a new 

book, The History of Infectious Diseases at Duke in the Twentieth Century. Charting the his-

tory of the medical center and the department from their founding in 1930, the volume 

features key faculty members and their contributions to the research, prevention, and 

treatment of prominent diseases during the last century, including tuberculosis, Hepatitis B, 

and HIV. While the focus of the book is academic, Dr. Hamilton notes that this is not a tech-

nical work. Instead, The History of Infectious Diseases at Duke aims to make the medical 

center’s past accessible and engaging by highlighting its significant achievements and plac-

ing them within a broader historical and social context.  

 

There are perhaps few people better than Dr. Hamilton, who first came to Duke as a fellow 

Clockwise: Aesculapians from 1960, 
1984, and 1969 

Dr. John Hamilton 

 

in 1970, to chronicle the department’s history. A leading figure in viral infections, he led a landmark study on the AIDS 

drug AZT during the 1980s and served as division chief from 1994-2008 before his retirement in 2012. Motivated by a de-

sire to document and share the medical center’s history with younger colleagues, he initially planned to write an article. 

According to Dr. Hamilton, however, the project quickly grew: “As I got into it, I found it very interesting and the resources 

available, including the Archives and senior faculty, outstanding.” In addition to interviewing over 100 current and former 

faculty members, Dr. Hamilton worked with the Medical Center Library & Archives staff and consulted archival materials, 

photographs, and publications from the Archives to research his book.  

 

The History of Infectious Diseases at Duke in the Twentieth Century will be an invaluable addition to the documentation of 

the medical center’s history. Look for it to be published later this year and available at: http://www.lulu.com. 

Need help with an event, research project, or class? 
We can provide images, historical information, instruction, and more!   

Contact us at: dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu 

http://www.digitalnc.org/collections/yearbooks/
http://www.lulu.com
mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
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Beyond Boxes: The Archival Process by Matthew Shangler 

                             DUKE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER ARCHIVES 

Recently acquired materials 

Where our materials are housed 

Acquisitions 

Accessions 

Processing 

Our mission at the Duke University Medical Center Archives, put simply, is to manage and make available the permanent 

records of the Medical Center. But what exactly does that entail? In order to demystify the process, we wanted to pro-

vide a behind-the-scenes look at how we care for our collections. There can be a lot of variation among collections, but 

each one goes through the same three steps: acquisition, accession, and processing.  

Acquisition, the first step, is how we obtain records. Typically, we get records trans-

ferred from a department or office. These are usually administrative in nature. We 

also receive materials through gifts and donations. Items from individuals vary in 

type and can be anything from personal papers to photographs to awards and 

plaques. Our office provides pickup service for transferred and donated materials.   

Once the materials arrive at the Archives, they are ready to be accessioned. Acces-

sioning involves documenting what came in and from where. For each accession we 

create a new record in our system and assign it a unique identification number. After 

the boxes of materials have been accessioned, we find and assign a location for them 

in the stacks.  

Now the materials are ready to be processed, or arranged and described. After the 

initial review of the items, we jot down tentative series. Series are groups of materials 

arranged together based on relationship. (Examples of common series are alphabeti-

cal files, correspondence, photographs, or subject files.) Next, we bring the boxes 

from the stacks into the processing room to begin the physical part of processing. This 

involves rehousing the records in new, archival folders and boxes, weeding out extra-

neous material, and labeling the new folders. Doing this not only helps preserve the 

materials, but also makes it easier to locate and use them. Physical processing is the 

longest step, and, depending on the materials and size of the collection, can take 

days, weeks, or even months to complete. After everything has been rehoused, the 

boxes are numbered, labeled, and returned to the stacks. Lastly, the materials are 

described in a finding aid, a detailed inventory of a collection’s contents, which will be 

made available on our website so patrons may browse or search it and discover our 

materials. 

Boxes of materials that are being processed 
This is a brief overview of the work we do to manage and provide ac-

cess to the permanent records of the Duke University Medical Center.  

To learn more, please visit our website: http://archives.mc.duke.edu.  

http://archives.mc.duke.edu
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News & Notes  

Contact Us 
 

Hours: 
1408A Christian Avenue 

Monday-Friday 
8:30am-4:30 pm 

 
Medical Center Library 

Monday-Friday 
9:00am-4:00pm  

 
Phone:  

(919) 383-2653 
(919) 660-1144 

 
E-mail: 

dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu  
 

Website: 
http://archives.mc.duke.edu/   

 
 

Mailing Address: 
DUMC Archives 

Campus Box 3702 
Durham, NC 27710 

DUKE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER ARCHIVES 

New Exhibit Features Library’s Medical  
Garden 
 
The Medical Center Library & Archives has a 

new exhibit on display, “The Medical Gar-

den.” Highlighting herbs and flowers from 

the Library’s medical garden, the exhibit fea-

tures plant specimens, botanical illustrations, 

and archival materials. Items from the DUMC 

Archives include Wilburt Davison’s botany 

notebook from his undergraduate days at 

Princeton and materials on poisonous plants 

from the Jay Arena Papers. The exhibit may 

be seen on Level 1 of the Library through the 

end of May 2014. Visitors are also welcome 

to see what’s in bloom in the garden on the 

Library's northwest terrace. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Finding Dr. Harris:  

An American Surgeon in the 

U.S. Civil War 
Lecture by Dr. Margaret Humphreys, 

the Josiah Charles Trent Professor in 

the History of Medicine and  

Professor of Medicine at Duke 

June 18, 12:00-1:00 

Library Reading Room (Level 1) 

 

Binding Wounds, Pushing  

Boundaries: African Americans 

in Civil War Medicine 
Traveling  exhibit from the  

National Library of Medicine 

June 9th-July 19th (Level 3) 

A companion exhibit will also be on 

display featuring items from the  

Rubenstein Library (Level 1) 

 

 

Susan Carlton Smith and G.S.T. Cavanagh 
in the Library’s medical garden, circa 1978 

Students on the lawn in front of the 
Davison Building, one of the images 
recently added to MEDSpace 

Historic Images Added to MEDSpace 
 
Since Fall 2013, we have added over 70 

images to our digital repository,  

MEDSpace. Spanning the 1930s to the 

1990s, images feature key innovations in 

DUMC history, portraits of faculty and 

staff, medical artwork, medical and 

nursing students, and shots of campus 

buildings. The recent additions have 

been added to the Foundations of Excel-

lence digital collection, which is com-

prised of nearly 700 images docu-

menting the history of Duke Medicine. 

To view the images, visit MEDSpace at: 

http://medspace.mc.duke.edu. 

Subscribe to our newsletter! 
 

Send an email to: 
 

dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu 

mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu
http://archives.mc.duke.edu/
http://medspace.mc.duke.edu
mailto:dumc.archives@mc.duke.edu

